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YIA REGULAR AND CERTIFIED MAIL

Jennifer L Mahoney, CH.H.A
516 East 18" Street
Paterson, NJ 07501

RE: I/M/O Jennifer L Mahouney, C.H.H.A.
Final Order of Discipline

Dear Ms, Jennifer L Mahoney:

Enclosed please find a copy of the Final Order of Discipline (“FOD”) filed with the New
Jersey State Board of Nursing (“Board”) in the above referenced matter, Please read this Order
carefully, as you may be subject to additional discipline if you do not comply with the terms of
the Order. You can obtain information about the status of your certification by calling the Board
office at (973) 504-6430.

Sincerely yours,

?c{mue/ ejé’/fh—ii-/

Joanne Leone, Acting Executive Director,
State Board of Nursing

Encl.

cc: Shirley Dickstein, DAG
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HOMEMAKER -HOME HEALTH AIDE t

IN 'THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY : F !N AL

This matter was opened to the New Jersey State Board of

Nursing (the “Boaxd”) upon receipt of information which the
Board has reviewed and upon which the following preliminary

findings of fact and conclusiond of law are wmade:

FINDINGS OF PFACYT

1. Jennifer L. Mahoney (“Respondent”) is a certified
homemaker-home health aide in the State of New Jersey and has

been a licensee ab all times relevant hereto. (Exhibit A).
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2, Upon receipt of a flagging notice indicating that

Respondent wag arrested on June 12, 2014 by the Paterson Police

Dangerous Substance Or Analoy, N.J.8.A. 2C:35-5B(2), Distribute
Heroin/Cocaine, and N.J.$.,A. 2C:35-7, Controlled Dangerous
Jubstance on 8chool Property, the Board sent a letter of
inquiry, requesting certain information and submipsion of
documents, Lo Respondent’s address of record 1in Paterson, New
Jersey, via regular and certified wmail on or about July 10,
2014, (&xhibit B) A response was due within twenty (20) days.
The regular malling was not returned; the certified wmailing was
delivered on July 16, 2014, (Exhibit C).

1. On august 10, 2014, Respondent replied to the flagging
.notice and provided a copy -of the complaint, (Exhibit D), and a
partial narrative satatement, {Exhibit B); however, Regponded hasg
falled to respond to the remainder of the letter of inguiry.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

Respondent‘s failure to respond to the Buard’'s request fox
informakion constitutes a fallure to cooperate with a Board
inveetigatioﬁ, in c¢ontravention of N.J,A.C, 13:45C-1.2 and 1.3,
which the Board deems professional misconduclt pursuant to

N.J.8.A. 45:1-21(e), gubjecting Respondent to disciplinary
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Cortified homemaker-home health aides provide care Lo some
of Lthe most vulnerable wmembers of our soclety - the dinfirm
elderly. They have unfettered access to the homesn, personal
posseasions{ bank accounts and credit cards of thelr elderly
patienta. pogsible addiction to illegal substances or alcohol
ralpse particular concern as certificate holders who have not
obtained appropriate treatment may pose a risk to the safelty and
security of thoge individualg entrusted to their
care, Regpondent’'s arrest for drug related conduct combined
with her lack of cooperation with the Board’'s inquiry are
sufficlent indication that Respondent’s continued practice as a
homemaker home health aide way jeopardize the pafety and welfare
of the public such that diagnostic testing and wonitoring or
psychological evaluation are warranted as a condition of

continued certification pursuant to N,J.8.A, 45:1-22(e) and (£)

and N.J.8.A. 45:1-21(1).

ACCORDINGLY, IT I8 on this ((w day of Bﬁ}ég , 2015,

ORDERED that, UPON 1HE FILING OF A ° FINAL ORDER OF
DISCIPLINE

1. Regpondent’'s cextificate to practice as a homemaker-
home health aide will be suspended until such time as Respondent
cooperates fully with the Board's investigation by providing the
Board with the information requested in the Board's letter of

inguiry, and demonstrates cowpliance with paragraph 2 below.
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2. Reppondent shall:

a, provide the Board with evidence that she s
capable of discharging the functions of a
certificate holder in a mamner consistent with
the public’s health, safety and welfare and that
phe 1ip not then suffering from any impalrment or
limitation resulting from the use of any
addictive substance which could affect her

practice.

b, provide the Board with an in-depth, current
ovaluation from a licensed clinical alcohol and
drug counselor ox psychlatrist or paychologist
knowledgeable in addlction therapy who is aware
of the circumstances of Respondent’s axvest and
this Provisional Oxrdexr of Digcipline and who has
peen pre-approved by the Board. Respondent ghall
provide documentation that she has compllied with
all recommendations of the licensed - clinical
alcohol and druyg counselor or psychiatyist or
paychologisat.

. Affirmatively establish her fitness, competence
and capacity to re-enter the active practice as a
certified homemaker-home health aide within New

Jersey.

3, Upon the filing of & FINAL ORDER OF DISCIPLINE,
Respondent shall vefrain from engaging in the practice as a
homemaker-home health aide and shall not represent hexself as a
homemaker-home health aide until such time as her certification
is relnstateq, any practice in this sState prior to guch

reinptatement shall constitute grounds for a charge of

unlicensed practice,
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4. Regpondont 1is provisgionally assessed a civil penalty
in the amount of two hundred dollars ($200). Payment sghall be
made by certified check, bank cashier c¢heck, or woney order
payable to "State of New Jersoy," or by wire Ctrangfer, direct
deposit, or cradit card payment delivered or malled to George
Hebert, Executive Director, Stale Board of Nursing, P.0O, Box
45010, Newark, New Jersey 07101, Any other form of payment will
be rejected and will be returned to the party making Lhe
payment, Payment shall be made no later than fifteen (15) days

after the date of filing of a FINAL ORDER OF DISCIPLINE. In the

avent Respondent fallp to make a btimely payment, a certificate

of debt shall be filed in accordance with N.J.8.A. 45:1-24 and
the Board may bring such other proceedings as authorized by law.

5, The within order shall be subject to filnalization by

the Board at 5:00 p.m. on the 3oth day following entry hereof

unleps Respondent regquests a wodification oxr dismissal of the
above stated Findinge of PFact or Concluslonsg of Law by

a) Submitting a written request for modification or

dismigsal to George Hebert, BExeculive Director,

State Board of Nurxsing, 124 Halsey Street, Sixth
Floor, P.O., Box 45010, Newark, New Jersey 07101,

b) Setting forth in writing any and all reasong why
sald findings and conclugions should be wmodified

or dismissed.

) Submitting any and all documenty or other written
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evidence supporting Respondent’'s reqguest for
congideration and reasons thexefor or offered in

mitigation of penally,

6. Any submissions wlll be reviewed by the Board and the
Board will thereafter determine whether further proceedings ave
necaessary. If no material digcrepancies are raised through a
pupplemental submission during the thirty-day peried, or if the
Board 1s not persuaded that Cthe submitted materials merit
further consideration, a FINAL ORDER OF DISCIPLINE will- be
entered,

7. In the event thal Respondent’s submissions egstablish a
neod for further procveedings, including, but not limited to an
evidentiary hearing, Respondent shall be notified with regard
thereto. In the event that an evidentiary hearing is ordered,
the preliminary findings of fact and conclugions of law
contained herein may mserve as notlece of the factual and legal
allegations in such proceeding. Further, in the event a hearing
fa held and upon review of the recoxd, the Board shall not be
limited to the findings, conclusions and sanctions gtated
herein.

8, In the event that the Board recgelves no written
request for modlfication or dismissal within 30 days following
entry of this Provisional Order of Discipline, without further

Board roview, all referenuved prellminary Findinga of Fact and
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Conclusions of Law and all provisional sanctions or penaltles
imposed by this Order shall automatically hecome the FFinal
Degision and Order of the Board. Thereafter, Roempondent’s
failure to comply wilth any ganction or penalty imposed by this
Order shall be oconsidered a violation of a Board Order in
gontravention of N,J.8.A. 4511-21 (e) and (h) and N.J.A.C.
13145C-1,4 and may subjeut Respondent to addltional sanction
and/or penalty,

9. The Board reserves the right to initiate digeiplinary

proceedings  based upon any information that  Respondent

ultimately provides in response to the letter of inquiry oxr upon

any new Inforwmation the Board receives.

NEW JBERSEY STATE BOARD OF NURSING
T livo 7417/ ﬁJ?,,@/’A{

Patricia Murphy, PhD, APN
Pregident

By:
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